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Christian Theological Seminary Announces 157 Congregations Awarded  
Lilly Endowment 2021 National Clergy Renewal Program Grants  

 
Christian Theological Seminary, in its role of administering the Lilly Endowment National 

Clergy Renewal Program, has awarded grants to 157 congregations located in 36 states and the District 

of Columbia. The grants provide congregations support to enable their pastors to take time away from 

ministerial responsibilities for reflection and renewal. Pastors use the respite to engage in renewal 

experiences that often include travel, scholarly research and immersive experiences with different 

cultures and traditions. 

               “Pastors play an important role in nourishing the spiritual lives of individuals and in guiding 

the work of the Christian congregations they serve,” said Christopher L. Coble, Lilly Endowment’s vice 

president for religion. “Through these grants, we seek to honor pastors for their extraordinary service 

and enable them to engage in a brief period of rest and renewal. We have learned that such experiences 

invigorate the leadership of pastors and bring new vitality to their congregations as well.”  
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